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Thomas Jefferson
Birth: April 13, 1743(Shadwell, VA)

Death: July 4, 1826 (Charlottesville, VA)

Marriage: Martha Wayles (Skelton) (-)


Birth: Oct 19, 1748 (-)


Death: Sept 6, 1782 (-)

Children: 


Martha Washington (Patsy): (1772-1836)


Jane Randolph: (1774-1775)


Son: (stillborn 1777)


Mary/Maria Wayles (Polly): (1778-1804)


Lucy Elizabeth: (1780-1781)


Lucy Elizabeth: (1782-1785)

· Delegate from VA to Continental Congress (1775-76)

· Signer of the Declaration of Independence: (1776)

· Governor of VA (1779-1781)

· Delegate from VA to Congress of Confederation (1783-1784)

· Ambassador to France (1785-1789)

· U.S. Secretary of State (1789-1793)

· Vice-President of United States (1797-1801)

· 3rd President of United States (1801-1809)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=3
http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=8755
The Founding Fathers on Jesus, Christianity and the Bible

The doctrines of Jesus are simple, and tend all to the happiness of man. 

(Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Albert Bergh, editor (Washington, D. C.: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Assoc., 1904), Vol. XV, p. 383, to Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse on June 26, 1822.)

The practice of morality being necessary for the well being of society, He [God] has taken care to impress its precepts so indelibly on our hearts that they shall not be effaced by the subtleties of our brain. We all agree in the obligation of the moral principles of Jesus and nowhere will they be found delivered in greater purity than in His discourses. 

(Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Alberty Ellery Bergh, editor (Washington D.C.: The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Association, 1904), Vol. XII, p. 315, to James Fishback, September 27, 1809.)

I am a Christian in the only sense in which He wished anyone to be: sincerely attached to His doctrines in preference to all others. 

(Thomas Jefferson, Memoir, Correspondence, and Miscellanies from the Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Jefferson Randolph, editor (Boston: Grey & Bowen, 1830), Vol. III, p. 506, to Benjamin Rush, April 21, 1803.)

I am a real Christian – that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus Christ. 

(Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Albert Ellery Bergh, editor (Washington, D.C.: The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Association, 1904), Vol. XIV, p. 385, to Charles Thomson on January 9, 1816.)

http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=121
The Founders and Public Religious Expressions

Clearly, previous generations did not find difficulty with paid chaplains. In fact, even Thomas Jefferson would disagree in several areas with those who often invoke him as an authority for a secular public arena, for Jefferson himself regularly violated the bland “civil religion” standards which many secularists promote. Consider:

· Jefferson urged local governments to make land available specifically for Christian purposes; 

(Letter of Thomas Jefferson to Bishop Carroll on September 3, 1801 (in the Library of Congress, #19966).)

· In an 1803 federal Indian treaty, Jefferson willingly agreed to provide $300 to “assist the said Kaskaskia tribe in the erection of a church” and to provide “annually for seven years $100 towards the support of a Catholic priest.” He also signed three separate acts setting aside government lands for the sole use of religious groups and setting aside government lands so that Moravian missionaries might be assisted in “promoting Christianity.” 

(American State Papers, Walter Lowrie and Matthew St. Claire Clarke, editors (Washington, D. C.: Gales and Seaton, 1832), Vol. IV, p. 687; see also Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U. S. 38, at 103 (1985), Rehnquist, J. (dissenting); see also, The Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America, Richard Peters, editor (Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1846), Vol. VII, p. 79, Article III, “A Treaty Between the United States and the Kaskaskia Tribe of Indians,” December 23, 1803; Vol. VII, p. 88, Article IV, “Treaty with the Wyandots, etc.,” 1805; Vol. VII, p. 102, Article II, “Treaty with the Cherokees,” 1806.)

· When Washington D. C. became the national capital in 1800, Congress voted that the Capitol building would also serve as a church building. President Jefferson chose to attend church each Sunday at the Capitol  and even provided the service with paid government musicians to assist in its worship. Jefferson also began similar Christian services in his own Executive Branch, both at the Treasury Building and at the War Office. 

(Debates and Proceedings of the Congress of the United States (Washington: Gales and Seaton, 1853), Sixth Congress, p. 797, December 4, 1800. 

See the records recently reprinted by James Hutson, Chief of the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress. Religion and the Founding of the American Republic (Washington, D. C.: Library of Congress, 1998), p. 84. & p.89

see also John Quincy Adams, Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, Charles Francis Adams, editor (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1874), Vol. I, p. 265, October 23, 1803.) 

· Jefferson praised the use of a local courthouse as a meeting place for Christian services; 

(Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Albert Bergh, editor (Washington, D. C: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Association, 1904), Vol. XV, p. 404, to Dr. Thomas Cooper on November 2, 1822. )
· Jefferson assured a Christian religious school that it would receive “the patronage of the government”; 

(Letter of Thomas Jefferson to the Nuns of the Order of St. Ursula at New Orleans on May 15, 1804, original in possession of the New Orleans Parish.)

· Jefferson proposed that the Great Seal of the United States depict a story from the Bible and include the word “God” in its motto; 

(Thomas Jefferson, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Julian P. Boyd, editor (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1950), Vol. I, pp. 494-497, from “Report on a Seal for the United States, with Related Papers,” August 20, 1776.)

· While President, Jefferson closed his presidential documents with the phrase, “In the year of our Lord Christ; by the President; Thomas Jefferson.” 

(For example, his presidential act of October 18, 1804, from an original document in Wallbuilders possession.)
Furthermore, Jefferson would especially disagree with those who believe that public prayers should be non-sectarian and omit specific references to Jesus. Jefferson believed that every individual should pray according to his own beliefs. As Jefferson explained:

[The] liberty to worship our Creator in the way we think most agreeable to His will [is] a liberty deemed in other countries incompatible with good government and yet proved by our experience to be its best support. 

(Jefferson, Writings (1904), Vol. XVI, p. 291, to Captain John Thomas on November 18, 1801.)

Critics, therefore, would be particularly troubled by President Jefferson’s words that:

No nation has ever existed or been governed without religion. Nor can be. The Christian religion is the best religion that has been given to man and I, as Chief Magistrate of this nation, am bound to give it the sanction of my example. 

(Hutson (see n. 8) at p. 96, quoting from a handwritten history in possession of the Library of Congress, “Washington Parish, Washington City,” by Rev. Ethan Allen.)

http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=22345
Following is an original document in Wallbuilders possession, signed by Thomas Jefferson on September 24, 1807. This document is permission for a ship called the Herschel to proceed on its journey to the port of London. The interesting characteristic of this document is the use of the phrase "in the year of our Lord Christ." Many official documents say "in the year of our Lord," but we have found very few that include the word "Christ." However, this is the explicitly Christian language that President Thomas Jefferson chose to use in official public presidential documents.

http://www.eadshome.com/Jefferson.htm
“It [the Bible] is a document in proof that I am a real Christian, that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus." 
[Jan 9, 1816 Letter to Charles Thomson]
http://www.beatthebar.com/prayers_of_our_presidents.htm
Thomas Jefferson
A Prayer for the Nation 

Almighty God, Who has given us this good land for our heritage; We humbly beseech Thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with honorable ministry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people, the multitude brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endow with Thy spirit of wisdom those whom in Thy name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that through obedience to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. In time of prosperity fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in Thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

--Washington D.C., March 4, 1801 

The Lives of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence

By Rev. Charles A Goodrich - R.G. H. Huntington – Hartford 1842

(Page 386 – Virginia response to Lord North’s Conciliatory proposition, written by Jefferson)
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(Page 389)
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(Page 397 – Inaugural address March 4, 1801)
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(Page 399 – second inaugural address March 1805)
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(Page 403 – address to congress in which he stated he would not seek a third term as president)
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(Page 404 – Jefferson suggested this if there was ever to be a monument to him)
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