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Charles Carroll (III) of Carrollton
Birth: Sept 19, 1737 (Annapolis, MD)
Death: Nov 14,1832 (Anna Arundel Co. MD0
Marriage: Mary Darnall, ( Molly) (June 5 1768)

Birth: Mar 19, 1749 (Price George’s Co. MD)

Death: Jan 10, 1782 (Annapolis MD)
Children: 7 children 3 survived infancy 

Mary: Sep 2, 1770 – abt 1846

Charles (IV): Mar 2, 1775 – Apr 3, 1825 

Catherine (Kitty) 

Dec 18, 1778 – Feb 2, 1861)
· was a Founding Father from Maryland. 

· a member of the Committee of Correspondence (1774)

· member of the State Council of Safety (1775)

· helped draft the Maryland Constitution (1776)

· member of the Continental Congress (1776-78) where he signed the Declaration of Independence (1776)

· selected as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention (1787) but did not attend

· a U. S. Senator (1789-92) where he helped frame the Bill of Rights. 

· At his death, he was the longest lived and last surviving signer of the Declaration 

· considered the wealthiest citizen in America

· the only Roman Catholic signer of the Declaration. 
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This is the text of Charles Carrolls' letter:

Doughoragen 27th September 1825 

Dear Sir 

I received this day yr. [your] letter of the 24th instant, affectionaate & replete with just & pious sentiments. On the 20th of this month I entered into my eighty-ninth year: This in any country would be deemed a long life, yet as you observe if it had not been directed to the only end, for which man was created, it is a near nothing an empty phantom, a indivisible point compared with eternity. 

Too much of my time & attention have been misapplied on matters to which an impartial Judge, penetrating the secrets of hearts, before whom I shall soon appear, will ascribe merit deserving recompense. On the mercy of my redeemer I rely for salvation and on his merits; not on the works I have done in obedience to his precepts, for even these, I fear, a fallacy a mixture will render unavailing, and cause to be rejected. Mrs. Harper and the rest of my family present their respects to you. I remain with sincere regard and wishes equally sincere for your health and happiness here & hereafter. 

Dear Sir 

Yr.[your] most hum. Servt.[Servant] 

Ch. Carroll of Carrollton 
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Importance of Morality and Religion in Government

Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of time; they therefore who are decrying the Christian religion, whose morality is so sublime & pure, [and] which denounces against the wicked eternal misery, and [which] insured to the good eternal happiness, are undermining the solid foundation of morals, the best security for the duration of free governments.
(Source: Bernard C. Steiner, The Life and Correspondence of James McHenry (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers, 1907), p. 475. In a letter from Charles Carroll to James McHenry of November 4, 1800.) 
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The Founding Fathers on Jesus, Christianity and the Bible

Grateful to Almighty God for the blessings which, through Jesus Christ Our Lord, He had conferred on my beloved country in her emancipation and on myself in permitting me, under circumstances of mercy, to live to the age of 89 years, and to survive the fiftieth year of independence, adopted by Congress on the 4th of July 1776, which I originally subscribed on the 2d day of August of the same year and of which I am now the last surviving signer. 

(Lewis A. Leonard, Life of Charles Carroll of Carrollton (New York: Moffit, Yard & Co, 1918), pp. 256-257.)


I, Charles Carroll. . . . give and bequeath my soul to God who gave it, my body to the earth, hoping that through and by the merits, sufferings, and mediation of my only Savior and Jesus Christ, I may be admitted into the Kingdom prepared by God for those who love, fear and truly serve Him. 

(Kate Mason Rowland, Life of Charles Carroll of Carrollton (New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1890), Vol. II, pp. 373-374, will of Charles Carroll, Dec. 1, 1718 (later replaced by a subsequent will not containing this phrase, although he reexpressed this sentiment on several subsequent occasions, including repeatedly in the latter years of his life).)
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