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Elias Boudinot
Birth: May 2, 1740(Philadelphia, PA)

Death: Oct 24, 1821 (Burlington, NJ)
Marriage: Hannah Stockton (Apr 21, 1762)


Birth: July 21, 1736 (-)


Death: Oct 28, 1808 (-)

Children: 


Maria: (died age 2)


Susan Vergereau: (-)



She married William Bradford
· Admitted to the bar in NJ (1760)

· Board of trusties Princeton College (1772 – 1821)

· Committee of Correspondence Essex Co. NJ (1774)

· Signer of the Declaration (1776)

· Commissary-General of Prisoners for Revolutionary Army (1777)

· Served in the Continental Congress Representing NJ (1778 - 1779)
· U.S. Congress Assembly (1781 – 1784)

· Fourth President of U.S. Congress (Nov. 1782 – Nov. 1783)

· Signer of the treaty of peace with England (1783)

· U.S. Congress (1789-1795)

· Director of the U.S. Mint (1795-1805)

· First president of the American Bible Society (1816-1821)

· President of New Jersey Bible Society ( - )

http://www.eliasboudinot.com/
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=B000661
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elias_Boudinot
http://www.stockton-law.com/genealogy/stockton3.html
http://www.americanbiblehistory.com/elias_boudinot.html
Dr Boudinot had an unwavering faith that God had called the men of the Society to the work of making bibles available in America. In his letter accepting the office of President, which he esteemed “the greatest honor that could have been conferred upon him on this side of the grave,” he wrote: “I am so convinced that the whole of this business is the work of God himself, by his Holy Spirit, that even hoping against hope I am encouraged to press on through good report and evil report, to accomplish his will on earth as it is in heaven. So apparent is the hand of God in this disposing the hearts of so many men, so diversified in their sentiments as to religious matters of minor importance, and uniting them as a band of brothers in this grand object that even infidels are compelled to say, ‘It is the work of the Lord, and it is wonderful in our eyes!’ Having this confidence, let us go on and we shall prosper.”

http://www.belcherfoundation.org/boudinot.htm
[Justice Rehnquist, in his dissent in Wallace v. Jaffree (1985), listed Elias Boudinot (1740-1821) as one of the Christian founding fathers whose views contributed to the First Amendment to the United States Constitution. Boudinot is one example proving the authenticity of America's Christian heritage. He set out his Christian viewpoint in The Age of Revelation (excerpted below), which was a pamphlet, written as a letter to his daughter in 1795, to uphold Christian beliefs and to refute Thomas Paine's pamphlet (The Age of Reason) which advocated "the religion of nature" and sought to discredit the accuracy and infallibility of the Bible. (Boudinot, in contrast, upheld the Bible's accuracy.) At the time Boudinot wrote this pamphlet, he was the Director of the United States Mint.

Consider this Boudinot statement: "There is no other instance (than that of the Mosaic code) of a body of laws being produced at once, and remaining without addition afterwards...." American society (including its early laws) were based primarily on Christianity, which in turn was based on the Mosaic code (the Ten Commandments). That was the view of many Early Americans, including founders like Elias Boudinot, who certainly would know their own generation better than we would.

http://www.belcherfoundation.org/wallace_v_jaffree_dissent.htm
On the day after the House of Representatives voted to adopt the form of the First Amendment Religion Clauses which was ultimately proposed and ratified, Representative Elias Boudinot proposed a resolution asking President George Washington to issue a Thanksgiving Day Proclamation. Boudinot said he "could not think of letting the session pass over without offering an opportunity to all the citizens of the United States of joining with one voice, in returning to Almighty God their sincere thanks for the many blessings he had poured down upon them."
http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=8755
The Founding Fathers on Jesus, Christianity and the Bible

Let us enter on this important business under the idea that we are Christians on whom the eyes of the world are now turned… [L]et us earnestly call and beseech Him, for Christ’s sake, to preside in our councils. . . . We can only depend on the all powerful influence of the Spirit of God, Whose Divine aid and assistance it becomes us as a Christian people most devoutly to implore. Therefore I move that some minister of the Gospel be requested to attend this Congress every morning . . . in order to open the meeting with prayer. 

(Elias Boudinot, The Life, Public Services, Addresses, and Letters of Elias Boudinot, J. J. Boudinot, editor (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1896), Vol. I, pp. 19, 21, speech in the First Provincial Congress of New Jersey.)

A letter to his daughter: 

You have been instructed from your childhood in the knowledge of your lost state by nature – the absolute necessity of a change of heart and an entire renovation of soul to the image of Jesus Christ – of salvation through His meritorious righteousness only – and the indispensable necessity of personal holiness without which no man shall see the Lord [Hebrews 12:14]. You are well acquainted that the most perfect and consummate doctrinal knowledge is of no avail without it operates on and sincerely affects the heart, changes the practice, and totally influences the will – and that without the almighty power of the Spirit of God enlightening your mind, subduing your will, and continually drawing you to Himself, you can do nothing. . . . And may the God of your parents (for many generations past) seal instruction to your soul and lead you to Himself through the blood of His too greatly despised Son, Who notwithstanding, is still reclaiming the world to God through that blood, not imputing to them their sins. To Him be glory forever! 

(Elias Boudinot, The Age of Revelation (Philadelphia: Asbury Dickins, 1801), pp. xii-xiv, from the prefatory remarks to his daughter, Susan, on October 30, 1782; see also Letters of the Delegates to Congress: 1774-1789, Paul H. Smith, editor (Washington, D. C.: Library of Congress, 1992), Vol. XIX, p. 325, from a letter of Elias Boudinot to his daughter, Susan Boudinot, on October 30, 1782; see also, Elias Boudinot, The Life Public Services, Addresses, and Letters of Elias Boudinot (Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Company, 1896), Vol. I, p. 260-262.)

For nearly half a century have I anxiously and critically studied that invaluable treasure [the Bible]; and I still scarcely ever take it up that I do not find something new – that I do not receive some valuable addition to my stock of knowledge or perceive some instructive fact never observed before. In short, were you to ask me to recommend the most valuable book in the world, I should fix on the Bible as the most instructive both to the wise and ignorant. Were you to ask me for one affording the most rational and pleasing entertainment to the inquiring mind, I should repeat, it is the Bible; and should you renew the inquiry for the best philosophy or the most interesting history, I should still urge you to look into your Bible. I would make it, in short, the Alpha and Omega of knowledge. 

(Elias Boudinot, The Age of Revelation, or the Age of Reason Shewn to be An Age of Infidelity (Philadelphia: Asbury Dickins, 1801), p. xv, from his “Dedication: Letter to his daughter Susan Bradford.”)
http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=121
The Founders and Public Religious Expressions

[W]e can only depend on the all powerful influence of the Spirit of God, whose Divine aid and assistance it becomes us as a Christian people most devoutly to implore. Therefore I move that some minister of the Gospel be requested to attend this Congress every morning during the sessions in order to open the meeting with prayer.

(Elias Boudinot, The Life, Public Service, Addresses, and Letters of Elias Boudinot, LL.D., President of the Continental Congress, J. J. Boudinot, editor (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1896), Vol. I, p. 21, to the First Provincial Congress of New Jersey.)
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