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John Quincy Adams
Birth: July 11, 1767(Quincy, MA)
Death: Feb 23, 1848 (Washington, D.C.)
Marriage: Louisa Catherine Johnson (July 26, 1797)

Birth: Feb. 12, 1775 (London, England)

Death: May 15, 1852 (Washington, D.C.)
Children: 

George Washington (Apr 12, 1801-1829)

John (July 4, 1803-1834)

Charles Francis (Aug 18, 1807- )

Louisa Catherine (Aug 12, 1811- )

· 3g-grandson of Henry Adams & Elizabeth/Edith Squire 

· Witnessed Battle of Bunker Hill from his home (1779)

· Envoy (with his father) to France (1778-79)

· Envoy (with his father) to Netherlands (1780-82)

· Educated at Leiden University, and Harvard University

· Ambassador to the Netherlands (1794-97)
· Ambassador to the Prussia (1797-1801)

· Commissioned to make a commercial treaty with Sweden (1798)

· U.S. Senate representing MA (1803-08)

· Ambassador to the Russia (1809-14)

· member of the commission which negotiated the Treaty of Ghent (1814)
· Ambassador to the United Kingdom (1815-17)

· Secretary of State (1817-25)

· 6th President of the U.S. (1825-29)
· U.S. house of Representative from MA (1831-48)

http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=a000041
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Quincy_Adams
http://www.masshist.org/jqadiaries/
Throughout his entire public life he kept a very detailed diary. All 51 volumes can be view on-line at this web address.
http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=63
Importance of Morality and Religion in Government
The law given from Sinai was a civil and municipal as well as a moral and religious code; it contained many statutes . . . of universal application-laws essential to the existence of men in society, and most of which have been enacted by every nation which ever professed any code of laws.

(Source: John Quincy Adams, Letters of John Quincy Adams, to His Son, on the Bible and Its Teachings (Auburn: James M. Alden, 1850), p. 61.) 
There are three points of doctrine the belief of which forms the foundation of all morality. The first is the existence of God; the second is the immortality of the human soul; and the third is a future state of rewards and punishments. Suppose it possible for a man to disbelieve either of these three articles of faith and that man will have no conscience, he will have no other law than that of the tiger or the shark. The laws of man may bind him in chains or may put him to death, but they never can make him wise, virtuous, or happy.
(Source: John Quincy Adams, Letters of John Quincy Adams to His Son on the Bible and Its Teachings (Auburn: James M. Alden, 1850), pp. 22-23.) 

http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=105
In 1800, when Washington, D. C., became the national capital and the President moved into the White House and Congress into the Capitol, Congress approved the use of the Capitol building as a church building for Christian worship services. In fact, Christian worship services on Sunday were also started at the Treasury Building and at the War Office. 

John frequiently attended these services and wrote in his memoirs.
R]eligious service is usually performed on Sundays at the Treasury office and at the Capitol. I went both forenoon and afternoon to the Treasury. October 23, 1803.  

Attended public service at the Capitol, where Mr. Ratoon, an Episcopalian clergyman from Baltimore, preached a sermon. October 30, 1803. 
http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=160
Speech given on July 4, 1837
In the chain of human events, the birthday of the nation is indissolubly linked with the birthday of the Savior. It forms a leading event in the progress of the Gospel dispensation. The Declaration of Independence first organized the social compact on the foundation of the Redeemer’s mission on Earth [and] laid the cornerstone of human government on the first precepts of Christianity.

http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=8755
My hopes of a future life are all founded upon the Gospel of Christ and I cannot cavil or quibble away [evade or object to]. . . . the whole tenor of His conduct by which He sometimes positively asserted and at others countenances [permits] His disciples in asserting that He was God. 

(John Adams and John Quincy Adams, The Selected Writings of John and John Quincy Adams, Adrienne Koch and William Peden, editors (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1946), p. 292, John Quincy Adams to John Adams, January 3, 1817.) 


The hope of a Christian is inseparable from his faith. Whoever believes in the Divine inspiration of the Holy Scriptures must hope that the religion of Jesus shall prevail throughout the earth. Never since the foundation of the world have the prospects of mankind been more encouraging to that hope than they appear to be at the present time. And may the associated distribution of the Bible proceed and prosper till the Lord shall have made “bare His holy arm in the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God” [Isaiah 52:10]. 
(Life of John Quincy Adams, W. H. Seward, editor (Auburn, NY: Derby, Miller & Company, 1849), p. 248.)
http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=7846
The Founding Fathers on Creation and Evolution
It is so obvious to every reasonable being, that he did not make himself; and the world which he inhabits could as little make itself that the moment we begin to exercise the power of reflection, it seems impossible to escape the conviction that there is a Creator. It is equally evident that the Creator must be a spiritual and not a material being; there is also a consciousness that the thinking part of our nature is not material but spiritual – that it is not subject to the laws of matter nor perishable with it. Hence arises the belief, that we have an immortal soul; and pursuing the train of thought which the visible creation and observation upon ourselves suggest, we must soon discover that the Creator must also he the Governor of the universe – that His wisdom and His goodness must be without bounds – that He is a righteous God and loves righteousness – that mankind are bound by the laws of righteousness and are accountable to Him for their obedience to them in this life, according to their good or evil deeds. (John Quincy Adams, Letters of John Quincy Adams to His Son on the Bible and Its Teachings (Auburn: James M. Alden, 1850), Letter II, pp. 23-24.)


But the first words of the Bible are, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” The blessed and sublime idea of God as the creator of the universe – the Source of all human happiness for which all the sages and philosophers of Greece and Rome groped in darkness and never found – is recalled in the first verse of the book of Genesis. I call it the source of all human virtue and happiness because when we have attained the conception of a Being Who by the mere act of His will created the world, it would follow as an irresistible consequence (even if we were not told that the same Being must also be the governor of his own creation) that man, with all other things, was also created by Him, and must hold his felicity and virtue on the condition of obedience to His will. (John Quincy Adams, Letters of John Quincy Adams to His Son on the Bible and Its Teachings (Auburn: James M. Alden, 1850), Letter II, pp. 27-28.)
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